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3.5. Body Piercing/Ornamentation. 27 3.5.1. In uniform on or off a military installation: With the 

exception of earrings for women (see paragraphs 6.3.1.1), all members are prohibited from attaching, 

affixing, or displaying objects, articles, jewelry or ornamentation to or through the ear, nose, tongue, 

eye brows, lips, or any exposed body part (includes visible through the uniform).  

3.5.2. In civilian attire on official duty on or off a military installation: With the exception of earrings for 

women (see paragraphs 6.3.1.1), all members are prohibited from attaching, affixing or displaying 

objects, articles, jewelry or ornamentation to and/or through the ear, nose, tongue, eye brows, lips, or 

any exposed body part (includes visible through clothing).  

3.5.3. In civilian attire off duty on a military installation: With the exception of earrings for women (see 

paragraphs 6.3.1.1) and areas in and around military family and privatized housing, all Air Force 

members are prohibited from attaching, affixing and/or displaying objects, articles, jewelry or 

ornamentation to and/or through the ear, nose, tongue, eye brows, lips, or any exposed body part 

(includes visible through clothing).  

3.5.4. Dental ornamentation: Teeth, whether natural, capped, or veneered, will not be ornamented 

with designs, jewels, initials, etc. The use of yellow gold, white gold, or platinum caps (permanent or 

temporary) merely to add ornamentation to the teeth and not required by dental/medical necessity is 

prohibited. Waivers are not required for Air Force members or recruits with permanent yellow gold, 

white gold or platinum caps that were applied as a result of dental/medical necessity. Members with 

official documentation that they received permanent yellow gold, white gold, or platinum caps which 

were not applied as a result of dental/medical necessity, prior to 13 June 2011, are grandfathered. No 

other dental ornamentation is grandfathered.  

3.5.5. There are situations where the commander can restrict the wear of non-visible body ornaments. 

Those situations would include any body ornamentation that interferes with the performance of the 

member’s military duties. The factors to be evaluated in making this determination include, but are not 

limited to: impairs the safe and effective operation of weapons, military equipment or machinery; poses 

a health or safety hazard to the wearer or others; or interferes with the proper wear of special or 

protective clothing or equipment EXAMPLE: helmets, flak jackets, flight duty uniforms, camouflaged 

uniforms, gas masks, wet suits and crash rescue equipment).  

3.6. Body Alteration/Modification. Intentional alterations and/or modifications to a member’s body 

that result in a visible, physical effect that disfigures, deforms or otherwise detracts from a professional 

military image are prohibited. Examples of prohibited conduct include (but are not limited to) tongue 

splitting or forking, tooth filing, acquiring visible, disfiguring skin implants, and gouging (piercing holes 

large enough to permit light to shine through.) 3.6.1. Members who intentionally alter and/or modify 

any part of their bodies in order to achieve a visible, physical effect that disfigures, deforms or otherwise 

detracts from a professional military image may be subject to disciplinary action or involuntary 

separation, as determined appropriate by the member’s commander. Failure to observe these 

mandatory provisions and prohibitions by active duty Air Force members, USAFR members on active 

duty or inactive duty for training and ANG members in Federal service is a violation of Article 92, 

Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). 


